T/6ots ! I ( 



The newspaper of the West of Scotland Area National Union of Students - Issue 4; September / October 1990 


STUDENTS FACE HOUSING 

AND CASH CRISIS 

students of sums in ex- These funds are totally 
cess of£1,500 a year. In inadeąuate; the amount 
retum we are being of- available to students in 
fered the chance to bor- Scotland is les s than the 
row up to £420 a year at amount lošt in housing 
an interest rate equal to benefit by students at 
the rate of inflation Edinburgh University. 
(10%). As well as steal- 

ing our rights to bene- The loans scheme is a 
fits,theTorieshavealso disaster for cducalion 
frozen the grant at its and students. We mušt 
present level. In future defeat it. IIowever we 
only the amount you can cannot just retum to the 
borrow will increase (in old system of inadequate 
line with inflation). grants. We mušt have a 

system that allows any- 
Students will suffer one to enter higher or 
incredible financial further education with- 
hardship due to the loss out fear of finaricfS! 
of benefits; many will hardship. 
be forced to take out a 

loaninanattempttosur- West of Scotland Na- 
vive. This will mean tional of Students 
that students will leave (WOSNUS) 
college up to their ears 
in dėbt. Many students DEMANDS 
will be forced out of edu- 

cation and many poten- THE ABOLITION 
tialstudentswillbepre- OF THE LOANS 
vented from entering or SCHEME. 
retuming tofurtheredu- 

cation. This will be the THE CANCELLA- 
case especially with TION OF ALL 
women, mature and DEBTS INCURRED 
working class students BY STUDENTS UN- 
who will feel the finan- DER THE LOANS 
cial burden most. 

THE RESTORA- 
The Government have TION OF BENEFITS 
even admitted as much TO ALL STUDENTS 
by setting up access 

funds to help students THE RETURN OF 
who have lošt benefits. THE GRANT TO 

CONTTNUED ON PACE J 


SCRAP LOANS, RESTORE BENEFITS 
DECENT HOUSING FOR ALL 
GLASGOVV, THURSDAY 8th NOVEMBER 1990 
(more details available from your Students' Association) 


The beginning of this term will unveil a 
massive housing crisis for students. 



With the loss of tenants’ 
rights we saw the aboli- 
tion of ‘Fair Rent Offi- 
cers’, meaning land- 
lords novv have free 
range to charge vvhat- 
cvcr thcy want for pri- 
vate rcnted accommo- 
dation, regardless of the 
condition of the prop- 
erty. 

As there is a shortage of 
rcnted flats, prices could 
easily soar sharply as 
landlords realise how 
desperate students are 
for accommodation. 
With the robbing of 
Housing Benefit, except 
fordisabled students and 
single parents, most will 
be forced into immense 
poverty. 

Due to the doubling of 
tuition fees and also the 
reduction in block grants 
allocated to college au- 
thorities.many colleges 
have sharply increased 
their intake in order to 
increase their budget. 
This has been done with- 
out any expansion of 
facilities. 

Students are being 
crammed into colleges 
and are competing for 
places in the halls of 


residence. Those who 
manage to get a place in 
the halls are likely to 
face increases in their 
rents. Some college 
authorities are demand- 
ing the full term’s rent 
in advance. How much 
money will be left for 
food, books, etc? 

Those students looking 
for rented flats are faced 
with massive competi- 
tion and no guarantee of 
a decent place to live, if 
anywhere at all. Damp 
and dingy bedsits at 
extortionate rents are not 
exactly every student’s 
dream come true. 

Further Education (FE) 
students will be hit ex- 
ceptionally hard. How 
many FE colleges pro- 
videliving accommoda¬ 
tion for their students? 
With the loss of income 
support and housing 
benefit many will be 
unable to enter Further 
Education. Some face 
the prospect of losing 
up to £1,500 per an- 
num. With no access 
for most to a student 
loan, how can they even 
think of being able to 
afford accommodation? 
The result being that 


many FE students have 
nooptionbutto stay with 
their parents. 

OUR DEMANDS 

THE IMMEDIATE 
RESTORATION OF 
HOUSING BENEFIT 
FOR ALL STU¬ 
DENTS. 

GUARANTEED DE¬ 
CENT, AFFORD- 
ABLE ACCOMMO¬ 
DATION FOR ALL. 
NO RENT RISES. 

THE RESTORA¬ 
TION OF ALL TEN¬ 
ANTS’ RIGHTS. 


3TE VE McTACGAHT 

On the first of Septem¬ 
ber the Tories once 
again committcd an 
act of financial high- 
way robbery. This is 
the latest in a long line 
of thcfts carricd out 
against the poorest 
mcmbers of society. 
Millions have been 
stolen from families by 
the freezing of child 
benefits, more was 
stolen from ordinary 
people by the Poli Tax, 
and now the Tories 
have stolen students’ 
housing benefit, in¬ 
come support and un- 
employment benefit. 


This theft will rob many 





























































THE NORTH SEA 


YOU ARE NOW ENTER1N6 
EUR0PH5 LA5T HEALTH 
AND 5AFETY FR££ ZOSE. 




OIL WORKER SPEAKS TO 
SKINI 


Over the lašt few months oil workers on 
rigs throughout the North Sea have taken 
industrial action. Skint interviewed Ron 
Bird, a member of the Standing Commit- 
tee of OILC (Offshore Industrial Liaison 
Committee) about the dispute. 

Skint: Why have the strikes taken place? 

Ron Bird: Inilially to force the oil companies to 
have meaningful discussions with unions regard- 
ing the Continental shift agreement. This agree- 
ment covers health andsafety.pay and conditions, 
and trade union recognition. 

Skint: What are the conditions likę on the rigs? 

Ron Bird: A Nonvegian trade union official said 
that the condtions in the UK sector of the North 
Sea are the worst in Europe. Health and safety are 
garbage compared with the Nonvegian sector, 
as are other conditions. In the Nonvegian sector 
workers have better insurance, vvorkfor shorter 
periods oftime and get paid holidays. Nonve¬ 
gian \vorkers also have trade union recognition, 
vvhich is denied to UK workers. It is ridiculous 
that in 1990, and in a supposedly civilised country, 
we are denied trade union recognition. 


ers involved in the dispute? 

Ron Bird: The employers have used intimidation 
and macho management. 1300 people have been 
sackedand4,000 stood downfor taking parl in the 
action. The employers have effectively blacked 
the people involved in the action. 

The Government have been supporting the oil 
companies behind the scenes by using the strikes 
as an excuse for delaying health and safety work 
on the rigs. 

Skint: What is the present situation? 


the scenes talks between the trade unions and 
conractors have broke n down. As f ar as OILC is 
concerned, the dispute is not over until all victim- 
ised workers have been reinstated. 

Skint: How will you cany fonvard the dispute? 

Ron Bird: We willconlinue with industrial action. 
The majority ofworkers offshore will take part in 
industrial action. They know what has happened, 
the intimidation andlheproblems regarding health 
and safety. 

Skint: Thank you and good luck. WOSNUS will 
do all it can to support you in your dispute. 


Skint: Have the employers victimised any work- 


Ron Bird: The strikes have resumedsince behind 
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LOANS 

(continued Irom 
page 1) 


THE 1979 LEVEL,AS 
THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARDS A LIV- 
ING GRANT EQUAL 
TO 2/3 THE AVER- 
AGE WAGE FOR 
ALL STUDENTS. 

NUS(UK) has called a 
week of action on stu- 
dent housing. NŪS 
(Scotland) and 
WOSNUS are organis- 
ing a day of action in 
Glasgovv on November 
8th on the issues of loans 
and housing. We urge 
all students to take part. 

NŪS are also organis- 
ing a mass claim-it 
campaign around the 
access funds. 

Also, boycott the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, the 
Loans Company’s 
bankers. 
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POLL TAX - NO CUTS IN EDUCATION 


BUDGET 
1989/90- lOOm 
1990/91 - 108m 
8% increase 


UBR (80%) 
1989/90-80m 
1990/91 - 76m 
5% cut 


POLL TAX (20%) 
1989/90 - 20m 
1990/91 -32m 
60% increase 


Instead of attacking non- 
payers the Council 
should be building sup- 
port and campaigning 
for the retum of the 
millions of pounds sto- 
len by the Tories to fi- 
nance tax cuts for the 
rich, and for the aboli- 
tion of the Poli Tax. 


By cutting Services the 
Council is playing into 


Strathclyde Regionai 
Council has announced 
that it will have to make 
cuts in the education 
budget of £8 -10 million 
this year, and £20 mil¬ 
lion next year. The 
Council have cynically 
tried to lay the blame on 
Poli Tax non-payers. 
They should have been 
more honest - non-pay- 
ment actually only ac- 
counts for a small part 
of the Council’s finan- 
cial problems. Even if 
no-one paid a penny it 
would only account for 
20% at most. The real 
reason for the Coundl’s 
problems Bes with cen¬ 
trai govemment. 


the Tories’ hands.alien- 
ating support and bring- 
ing closer the prospect 
of another Tory govem¬ 
ment. 

Where to Cut? 

Faced with the problem 
of where to make cuts, 
the ‘easy’ way out is 
through Further Educa¬ 


tion. Students should 
be aware of the proba- 
bility of cuts and be 
ready to defend their 
Services. Any sign of 
cuts should be reported 
to your student union 
and WOSNUS as soon 
as possible. 

The realmeaning of the 
Poli Tax is now clear - 


to attack local govem¬ 
ment and the Services it 
provides. WOSNUSre- 
spects the rights of those 
who feel they mušt pay 
the Poli Tax, būt fully 
supports the campaign 
of the Ali Britam Anti- 
Poll Tax Federation is 
organising. 


Since 1979 £6.5 billion 
has been taken from 
Scottish Councils, forc- 
ing higher rates (now 
Poli Tax) or cuts in jobs 
and Services. 80% of 
Council financing has 
now been centralised 
with govemment con- 
trol (UBR). Any de- 
crease in the UBR mušt 


STEVE McTAGGART 


be made up by increas- 
ingPollTax. Thetable 
below illustrates it bet- 
ter. 

Consideran 8%increase 
in L. A. spending (infla- 
tion is 10%) and a 5% 
cut from centrai govem¬ 
ment. 


GLASG0W TECH UNION 





































GU LTU RE <- 


The City o/Culture kas createi a lot of controversyandsparked offdiscussion as to the rtalmitu r t o/GUsgow’i heritage andcultur*. 
Below Hugh Savage diseusses the proposed plane to develop Glasgow Green. 


The Glasgow Green history goes bade over 800 years and mote it is one of the oldest commoo greens in Europe. It was creatcd in its 
present form by the weavere and ordinaiy workere, būt the weavers played the most important role in its development. During a ten year 
period starting in 1816 a relief committee wąs sėt up to deal with mass starvation. In retum for food and clottes they were put to wark 
draining the ground adjacent to the Clyde which was subject to regular flooding. They also raised its lcvel to what it is today. 

It is rather ironic that Pleshers Haugh where the present football pitehes are is now the target for the yuppies developers, ably assisfcd 
by the Mutt and Jeff of the Glasgow District Council, Messrs. Crawford and Lally. It was where the fleshing trade plicd their trade and 
it uscd to contain tripe and slaughter-houses, tan pits and glue works until 1818 wten the old cattle markei was built on the north side 
of the Gallowgate. This whoie are a was reclaimed from the Clyde by the workers' sweat and if the above crew of assct strippere have 
their way it is due to beccme a theme park with wa«er sports and an art gallery costing £5 million thrown in. Both Rangers and Celtic 
Football Qubs were founded there, Rangers in 1873 and Celtic in 1888. 

Glasgow Green was also the place wherc James Watt described the idea of the separate condensor which led to the birthof the Crst steam 
engine in 1765. He talks about his walks in the Green from his research bu ii dings in the University grounds at the t op of High Street, 
which his friend Adam Smith had provided for him. 


Glasgow Green has had many threats from developers going back many years. In 1820 tęst borings were dene to scc how much stoeks 
of coal lay below the Green, and even although they found at least 100 years estimated supply the City Fatheis knew better than to aliow 
mining to take place as the weavers whosc nulis were on the periphery of the Green would have fought such a proposal to the bitter end. 

As wcll as leisure, the Green is and was a place for demonstration, agitation and education for the ordinaiy pcople, from the Chartists, 
the great Re form roovement, to some of the most important frec speech campaigns in Britain. In Guy Aldred’s life story told by John 
Caldwell in his book "Dungeons Dark", he describes his trial where he was charged along with John McGovern and I larry McSharc of 
unlawful assembly, that it was the inalienable right of any Citizen to speak on the Green, and despite going tojail most of themcootinued 
the fight until the law was changcd. It was probably the first openair forum where Marxist classes werc held, starting with Willie Naim 
and ccntinuing right down to John McLcan. So the present nonentities in George Square think they r - ar| eliminate or changc a historic 
park likę the Green, a place steepcd in the stmggle which led to the birth of the Labour Party? 

In order to carry out the proposals to privatise a largp seetien of the Green which is contained in the Gillespie plan it will be necessary 
to ere ate the right environment. The existence of Dutch Elm on a large number of trces has provided an cxcuse to clear largo arcas not 
included in the origmal plan. Alrcady this has started in the area next to the Pcople’s Palace, whcrc they intend to provide a large car 
park that n o-one asked for and to which all the owners of the new houses in Monteith Row facing the Green have strongly objccted. 


GRUB ON A 

GRANT 

Whether you’re in the halls orą flat, cook- 
ingfor yourself is something we all have to 
do at one time or another. Here are 15 tips 
to eat welland hopefully yvithin budget as a 
student. 

1. Never go shopping on an empty stomach, 
youTl only buy more than you need. 

2. Buy own brands, they’re much cheaper and 
taste the šame. 

3. Largerdoesn’talvvaysmean cheaper. Ifyou 
buy large economy paeks you ten d to ūse 
more. 

4. Have a go at cooking for yourself, pre- 
packed frozen meals are very expensive. 

5. Collect money-off vouchers, they soon add 
up. 

6. Have three good meals per day, eat when 
you’re hungry, not when you’re bored. 

7. Never store open food in the tin, it tends to 
start tasting metallic after a very short time. 

8. Take advantage of seasonal fruit and veg. 

9. If someone offers to cook you a meal, ac- 
cept!!! 

10. Treat youiself now and again. 

11. Remember, supermarkets are cheaper than 
the comer shop. 

12. Try and plan meals ahead and only shop 
once a week. 


The demisc of Tcmplctons carpct works has led to the famous Doge* s Palacc bccoming a business centre and the othcr p art has bccomc ^ 

a yuppie health and sports centre private club called Marco's. They are alrcady casting envious eyes on the old termis courts facing thcm 
and have submittcd a planning rcqucst to ūse part of the Green for a car park, so oo goes the socallcd march of progress. 

They have demdished the old Camp Coffee factary and the Greendyke School and all the buildings in that square with one cxceptiori. 

They have now sold the Charlottc Street Catholic Giris School to the only bidder. It is in pait a listed building and it was purchascd for 
£650,000, and, surprise surpriae, it is going to be a private school. As wcll as the resiting of the Adams Arch at the bottom of Charlottc 
Street, it is estimated that the bypass of the ne w link road from the College round about will pas within a fcw feet of the refurbishcd David 15. 

Dale s house at the comer of London Road and Charlottc Street It will also take some ground from the Green be fore it goes aeross the 
Clyde. The Gillespie plan also in tends that the banks of the Clyde from the privalė rowing dub should be concrctcd over for the 
convenicnce of the dub, there by destroying irreplaceablc plaut life that abounds on the banks of the Qyde. 


Remember, cheap and nutritious fcxxls in- 
clude pasta, rice, bread and potatoes. 

Cooking for two or more is cheaper per 
head. 

Look out for special offers in the supermar- 
ket, produets are often reduced at elosing 
time or near to their sell-by date. 


The terrible and disquieting fcature of all the developments taking place is the fact that the orindary 
punter is never consultcd. The wholc planning procesą is a sham - the plans are in remote officcs 
or 1 ibraries; why not show thcm in pubs or bookies or even supermarkets wbere tte ordinaiy workeis 
go? The tame community councils frcquentcd by all the budding politicians are also a safe haven 
to get supportive dccisions and ensure that our so called re p re sen tati ves can say they consultcd the 
people. 

The trend of chargmg people for admission to exhibitions and museums has accelerated during the 
year of culturc and puts many of the events outwith the reach of the poorer seetiens of Glasgow, būt 
then were they ever consulted, even on the ąuestion of whose culture? 

The only way to stop these developments is summed up in a song by Adam McNaughtom 

"The Eastend weavers fought here, to get a decent living; 

We fought to stop the milway in 1847; 

We fought to stop the coal minės fae ruining the scene; 

We’ll fight to stop a moionvay aeross the Glasgow Green . 

There amae many choices when car s approach a toon; 

You 1 ve eilher got to keep thcm oot or else to slow them doon; 

An inner city motorway* s a concept quite obscene; 

For Glasgow people want to walk aboot the Glasgow Green. 

You Glasgow District Councillors, it s time to changc y our plan; 

The Calton folk and Brigton folk don* t want y our Autobahn. 

You can stuffyour eight lane highway up - you know what I mean. 

We will not have a motorway aeross the GIasgow Green " 



Glasgow School Of Art 168 Renfrew St 

OPENING HOIJRS 

VVEEKDAYS lOam - MIDNIGHT 

FRIDAY lOam - 2am SATURDAY 9.30am - 2am 






















AIDS and HIV: 
are NOT only con- 
tracted by komo - 
sexuals 

are NOT only con- 
tracted by drug ad - 
dicts 

AIDS and HIV can 
be contracted by any- 
one through the 
misuse of drugs, sex 
or blood. You can- 
not tell who kas 
AIDS or HIV just by 
looking at them. 

“Accąuired įminime 
Deficiency Syndrome” 
(AIDS) is a condition 
which prevents the 
body’s defences from 
working properly and 
leaves the individual 
open toinfections which 
become serious and ul- 
timately fatal. AIDS is 
caused by a virus called 
HIV. The number of 
people in the UK in- 
fected with HIV has 
been estimated to be 
100,000 by September 
1990, būt through an- 
onymous testing soon to 
be undertaken in Glas- 
gow more accurate fig- 
ures wiU soon be avail- 
able. 


or snort them. If you 
mustinject, do not share 
syringes - you cannot 
tell who else is infected. 
Ūse a fresh, clean syr- 
inge every time you in- 
ject. Aneedleexchange 
scheme is in opera tiem 
at Ruchill Hospital, 
Bilsland Drive, Glas- 
gow, on Monday and 
Friday afternoons 
(telephone 041 946 
7120). Ifyou can’tgeta 
fresh syringe you can 
clean your ovvn by draw- 
ing hot, soapy water 
through your syringe 
then rinsing. You 
should also ūse your 
°wn spoon, glass of 
water and clean cotton 
wool - anyone else’s 
might be infected. Dis- 
pose of your ovvn works 
safely. 


Sex toys, e.g. vibrators 
for vaginai and anai 
intercourse. Doensure 
that these are washed 
after each ūse to protect 
yourself and your part- 
ner from various infec- 
tions. 

Medium Risk 


Since AIDS has become 
an issue we should all 
think very carefully 
aboutoursexlives. No- 
one should feel pres- 
sured into having sex if 
theydon’twantto. Itis, 
however, at university 
or college that many 
people embark on their 
first sexual rdationship. 
So what can you do to 
reduce the risks to you 
and your partner? 


There is no known eure 
for AIDS. It is a fatal 
illness which can affect 
anyone - even you! One 
malė student from Ed- 
inburgh, who had only 
slėpt with two women 
(who to his knowledge 
were not drug users), is 
now HIV positive. 


Safe 

Kissing • there are no 
known cases of trans- 
mission through saliva. 

Bodily contact - mu- 
tual masturbation and 
massage. All are not 
only safe būt are also 
fun. A variety of body 
massage oils are avail- 
able which, with a little 
imagination, can be veiy 
stimulating. 


Protected vaginai in¬ 
tercourse. A condom 
should always be used 
whenmakinglove. Sug- 
gesting using a condom 
isn’t always easy, būt 
remember your partner 
may be desperately 
trying tobroach the sub- 
jeettoo. Ifyou are about 
to make love with some- 
one you should sūrely 
feel confident enough to 
discuss your sexual 
health. Always follow 
the instructions on the 
packet. Remember that 
if you ūse a lubricant 
choose one which is 
water-based (oil-based 
ones rot the rubber). 
Gynoll n is ideal as it 
also contains non- 
oxyxno 9 vvhich is also 
effective against the 
HIV virus. Take the ini- 
tiative, carry a padcet of 
condoms - smart men 
and women alvvays do! 
Condoms are now su- 
per-sensitive so the old 
“it’s likę making love 
with wellies on” excuse 
is simply not on. Only 
the dullest of lovers will 
find putting on a con¬ 
dom boring. Sexismore 
fun when you’re not 
worrying about AIDS. 

Unsafe 


you and your partner. 

Where to get FREE 
condoms: 

West of Scotland 
National Union of 
Students (j ust oppo- 
siteStrathclyde Uni¬ 
versity Students 
Union). 

Family Planning 
Clinics. 

Welfare Office, 
Leve! 9, Strathclyde 
University Students 
Union. 

Remember, not only do 
condoms reduce the risk 
of catching AIDS būt 
also of catching other 
sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

Safe sex is fun. It gives 
excellent opportunities 
to share, care and leam 
more about our own and 
our partners’ bodies. 


We want and need love 
and sex and should love 
and respect each other’s 
bodies. In order to stay 
in good health we mušt 
be responsible about 
sex. So be good, and if 
you can’t be good, be 
careful. 

If you are worried 
about AIDS you can 
contact: 

Scottish AIDS 
Monitor 
PO Box 111 
Giasgow 
G2 2UT 

Tel: 041 204 1127 
(Mon-Fri. 10 am -3 
pm) 

National AIDS 
Helpline 

Tel: 0800 567 123 
(Free 24 hourconfi- 
dential Service) 




ALL THE BEST 
TO ALL SKINT READERS 
FOR THE TERM 1990 / 91 
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AIDS/HIV cannot be 
caught through normai 
sočiai contact. Sharing 
glasses, toilet seats and 
svvimming pools are all 
perfeetly safe. The vi¬ 
nis is spread by sexual 
contact or by injecting 
blood direetly into the Moderatplv s a f» 
bloodstream. 


Fantasy, dressing up 
etc. 


So how can you reduce 
the risk of catching 
AIDS/HIV? 

DRUGS 

Taking drugs is not rec- 
ommended, būt if you 
do then smoke, swallow 


Orai sex - there i s a theo- 
retical risk, particulariy 
if either person has a eut 
mouth or if the woman 
is having her period. 
Flavoured condoms are 
available in the shops 
būt make sure that they 
kitę marked. 


Unprotected vaginai 
intercourse. 

Anai intercourse. If 
you’re going to have 
anai sex ūse a strong 
condom such as Matės 
Stud or Durex Extra 
Strong. *ę 

Vaginai douches after 
intercourse. 

Vaginai or orai sex 
during a vvoman’s pe¬ 
riod. 

Fisting. 

Rimming.If you mušt 
then try putting eling 
film as a barrier betvveen 


y (Kili ©M 

FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE 

FROM 
950 - 3256 

OPENING HRS: 10 am - 4 pm 
8pm -11 pm 

EXTENDENP OPFNiNn 

FOR FUNCTIONS 


























with a little help from 

jFHends^^^B 


\Ve remember what its likę to be a 
student. Long hours of study. Exams. It’s 
tough. And without a fulbtime job, money, 
or rather lack of it, is a problem. 

At Bank of Scotland, we can help. Our 
student package allows you to make the 
most of what money you have. 

With an interest bearing account, your 
money earns money every day. There’s the 
convenience of a Keycard Plūs which 
provides three Services from one card. A 
book of discount vouchers to help your 
money stretch that little bit further. 
Preferential rate overdrafts. And more. 

For further Information on Bank of 
Scotland’s student package, call into your 
local branch. Our staff will be only too 
pleased to help. 

After all, what are friends for? 


Interest calculated daily, credited monthly. Full details and 
a written ąuotation are available on reąuest from Bank of 
Scotland, Orchard Brae House, 30 Queensferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH4 2UH. 




































